Evening Prayer- October 30         Righteous Patience


 “Only hold fast to what you have until I come. The one who conquers and keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, and he will rule them with an iron rod.” Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening. Amen. 
	Well, as you can tell, this is unfamiliar territory for me, so please bear with me as I navigate the complex art of the sermon and the book of Revelation.
	If anyone follows the sport of baseball, particularly in the Major Leagues, you will know about the Chicago Cubs. The Cubs had the longest championship drought (though no longer active) in the history of American Sports. 108 years they went without a championship, seeing the glory of the World Series trophy passed along to the likes of the Boston Red Sox, New York Yankees, and Saint Louis Cardinals. Even the Miami Marlins won a World Series before them. Fans of the game, and the team itself, marked them the “Loveable Losers.” Yet the fan base endured with patience for that century and change, and finally in 2016, they received the reward of a World Series victory. The fans could have abandoned the team at any time they wanted to, but yet they had patience, and endured until they won the ultimate victory.
	Drawing this back to the church in Thyatira, we see that the Lord commends the patience of this church. He knows that their endurance will carry them through to the end, and they will receive their reward for such patient endurance. But how patient is too patient? The one thing that our Lord brings against Thyatira is their tolerance of the prophetess Jezebel (whether this was an actual person or referring to the queen during the time of the prophet Elijah can be discussed later). In verse twenty, the Lord highlights in great detail what the Thyatiran church is tolerating. Sexual immorality and eating food sacrificed to idols is among the chief offences. One could argue perhaps that they have patience, but they need to have the right patience. 
	But what is the right patience? Let us, for this instance, call this righteous patience. Righteous patience is patience that allows us to endure false doctrine, trials, and tribulation. In our 1928 Book of Common Prayer, an entire section of the Litany is praying for deliverance from the various trials and tribulations that we might face, both spiritually and physically. However, we must have righteous patience and endurance to be able to stand in the face of these tribulations. Righetous patience is further exemplified later in the letter to Thyatira, and the rest of the letters for that matter. In the letter to the church of Ephesus, the Lord delivers a promise to the Ephesians, that their lampstand will be removed, UNLESS they repent. That phrase, or some variation of it, is mentioned in the letters to Ephesus, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea. The Lord is showing His patience with these churches. This patience shows for us today. It is no secret to anyone in Christendom that the Church is divided over a great many things. Our world is going through division after division after division. Yet, God has not yet hit the “reset button.” He is patient and loving with us, letting us see the error of our ways, and giving us the opportunity to correct that mistake, and come back to Him. And the righteous patience that He has for us will reflect through us. 
	The second type of patience is more dangerous. This patience, while good at the start, rots away and leads to apathy and indifference. I draw our attention once again to the realm of baseball to make this comparison. The Oakland Athletics are one of the most storied franchises in the major leagues. However, they have not won a championship since the late 1980s and fall short in the playoffs every time that they make it there. As a result, these fans, who expect excellence, who were once patient with the players and the front office of the team became apathetic and did not want to be patient any longer without any fruition. This year, the A’s suffered from the lowest fan attendance in baseball, sometimes struggling to get over 1,000 fans into the Oakland Coliseum. This is too much patience, which can lead to apathy and complacency, which is what the church in Thyatira was beginning to experience. Their patience overabounded, but as we see in verse twenty, the one thing that Christ has against this church is that they tolerate Jezebel, who brings sexual immorality, as well as eating food sacrificed to idols. The patience of the Thyatirans was strong in its nature, but it allowed complacency and apathy to set in, and moderate and loosen their patience and their love. As CS Lewis writes in the Screwtape Letters:
	“A moderated religion is as good for us as no religion at all, and more amusing.”
While having patience is a key part of any Christian’s life, it is imperative that it is righteous patience, and that patience must be directed towards the things that God wants us to be directed towards. 
	So, what does this notion of patience and endurance have to do with us as Christians today? As followers of Christ, we must be willing to have patience and endurance through the things that God desires for us, through both the good and the bad. In James 1:2-3, it says “count it all joy when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.” The testing of our faith, like those in Thyatira, is manifested through the patience that we have through these times. In 21st Century Western Christianity, our patience has been tested to the full. Not because of physical persecution, but by those who twist the word of God. While we must have patience, we cannot tolerate the things that stand against God’s Word. And that, more than anything else, is our true priority when it comes to the notion of righteous patience. It allows us to be patient and endure with our brothers and sisters who are suffering, and those who are still lost. However, it also means that we are fully aware of our surroundings, and not being patient towards the things that are sinful and that go against the Word of God. 
	So, to follow our brothers and sisters before us in Thyatira, we too must exhibit patience and endurance. However, we must assure that the patience that we have is the right patience, not patience that will lead to apathy and indifference. May our patience be reflective of our Creator, who exhibits this patience towards us, even to this day. And may we understand that with this patience, also comes the responsibility to be aware of the world around us, so as not to live of the world, but to live in the world as followers of Christ. Amen.
