Good Friday- March 29, 2023

“After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now fulfilled, said to fulfill the Scripture, ‘I thirst’.” Speak Lord, for your servants are listening. Amen.
	I think that one of the greatest skills that a person can have is that of being a multitasker. The ability to do two or more things at one time and being efficient in each one is something that I admire. And there are several people that I know that are great multitaskers. And our Lord encapsulates this with every word that He has spoken on the cross up to this point. While hanging on the cross, suffering from blood loss and dying slowly from suffocation, He has prayed for forgiveness for His enemies. He has given forgiveness to a man that was remorseful for His ways. He ensured that His mother and His closest disciple were taken care of. He also, through His previous saying, made sure that people knew what was going on, in some form or another. As our Lord continues to hang on the cross, He knows that He has accomplished what He has set out to do: to take our punishment and die the death that we should have died. It is here that we see Him in his a truly human moment. Fully God and Fully man. Jesus, while maintaining His Divinity, still went through the difficulties of life with us. And that, dear friends, is something to remember. The fifth of seven last words is so small, yet so complex. It carries with it a weight that ought to make us really stop and think about it. Jesus is, in a strange yet comforting way, multitasking. 
The first thing that Jesus is doing by saying this word is fulfilling Scripture. We know that Jesus, in His previous saying from the cross, is directly quoting Psalm 22. And here we see another callback to this Psalm. Verse 15 of Psalm 22 says, “My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death.” Another mention of this moment, to fulfill Scripture, in mentioned in verse 21 of Psalm 69, which says, “They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink.” We see the mention of thirst all throughout the Old Testament. Following His announcement of thirst, some sour wine mixed with vinegar is brought to Him. Fulfilling the Scriptures was a pastime of our Lord when He walked the Earth. People listening, would have caught on and understood what was happening. And our Lord uses the Scriptures to bring his point home. Jesus also echoed His own words from the Sermon on the Mount, where He tells us that “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Or perhaps His encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well, where He mentions that there is “living water.” 
Jesus is also showing us a view of His human nature. Though sour wine is nothing compared to water it is something. Something that can help sore vocal cords find some relief and some satisfaction. Something that brings just enough energy to keep our Lord awake just long enough for His final words to echo throughout Jerusalem and to the ends of the earth, a prelude of what is to come. The use of sour wine and vinegar in these situations was to keep those being crucified awake. It was not a dulling agent like the wine mixed with myrrh that Jesus had been offered earlier. It was meant to stay the death of the individual and keep them in a state of horrific pain. As we know, Jesus had interacted with numerous people during his crucifixion. So, Jesus, being fully God and fully Man, shows us His humanity and his commonality with us. And so, because Jesus is fully man as well as fully God, He went through many of the things that we would consider normal human experiences. Ups downs, everything in between. He is expressing that in full in this moment. He is in His lowest of lows, and all on our behalf. He is taking our stead.
 This word, this simple two-word sentence, gives us a glimpse into a great many things. The fulfillment of the Law, the quoting of Scripture, the saving of a man who deserved his sentence, and the revealing of His human nature. Chief among these things is that our Lord is showing His undying love for us. This word shows us that our Lord was willing to go to the extremes on our behalf. We have to remember that Jesus, had not slept for 48 hours. The night before, He was so distressed that He was sweating blood. He is then taken, beaten, and spat upon by the scribes and Pharisees, and then led away to Pilate, who has Him flogged and beaten again. He is then mocked and spat upon again and has a crown of thorns placed on His head. He then carries His cross to the outskirts of Jerusalem, where he is nailed to said cross, through His hands and His feet. He is raised up on the Cross, and struggles with every breath. He is beaten beyond recognition. In a state of total humiliation. This should make us shudder, and rightfully so. I do not think we fully grasp what actually happened on that day 2,000 years ago. But then, we start to realize that this should have been us upon that cross. Instead, Christ shows His love for us by stretching the limits of our own existence, and experiencing the things we experience. He has gone through our struggles with us. Jesus meets us where we are, even in our most lowly of states. The cross, which was at this particular point in time, a symbol of wanton death and destruction across entire continents, because of Jesus’ love for us, is now a symbol of hope.. It is the crossroads of our faith. Even when we were at our lowest, Jesus came and walked the earth with us. He laughed, cried, was angry, peaceful, and in pain. He went through that because He loves us. And we must pray that we have that love for others, too. St. Paul sums this up perfectly in Romans Chapter 5; “But God demonstrates His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” He thirsted for us. He cried out for us. He bled for us, and He died for us. 
Today is a somber day. It is a day of mourning, a day that we share with our brothers and sisters who have gone before us. But today, dear friends, is also a day of hope. It is a day that we remember that our Lord went to the extremes for us, because He loves us. No longer are we separated from the Father. We are reconciled by the love of God through Jesus Christ our Lord. And even though today is a day of sadness, and reflection, let today also be a day of hope. A day where we remember that Christ walked with us, went through what we went through, and suffered the death we should have died, all because He loved us so much, humbling Himself to the point of death, even death on a cross. Amen.



	

